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AAh, the debate about scope of practice continues.  I was a student at
National College and I was fortunate to have Dr. Joseph Janse roaming
the halls of NCC speaking to our classes.  He frequently spoke about our
outstanding profession and its future.   I recall him saying, “Make your
laws as broad as you can and practice within them as narrowly as you
wish.”   He felt we should not limit ourselves to strictly musculoskeletal
complaints and should use the full body of the knowledge we obtained
at NCC to help others.  And Florida has the broad scope of practice that
has allowed me to utilize everything I learned in my chiropractic
education, if I chose to do so.

That being said, this is my personal
experience and background, and my
many colleagues in the FCA come from a
very diverse educational background.
There are many who were educated more
conservatively and want to focus on the
roots and basics of chiropractic care.  They
are excellent at what they do, serve their
patients well, and are highly successful.
Others render primary care services every
day or own multi-disciplinary practices,
and have added services in order to ex-
pand the way they serve their patients.
They, too, are successful.  Practitioners at
both ends of the spectrum are equally a
part of the FCA and the FCA exists to
serve all.  This is the diversity that has
always been in the FCA, in both member-
ship and leadership, as we have benefit-
ted from the service of presidents and
directors from virtually every chiroprac-
tic institution.

The FCA has long sought to provide
continuing education for the full range
of practitioners, thereby supporting indi-
vidual choice about style of practice.
Because of the changing health care en-
vironment and patient demand/need for
help in achieving optimal health and
addressing common health concerns, in
recent years our conventions have been
offering more and more classes focusing
on primary care, integrative practice, acu-
puncture, wellness care, nutrition, rehab
and other types of patient care that the
public is looking for, to help those who

are interested in expanding their prac-
tices within the broad scope provided by
current Florida Law.   Many of our mem-
bers are re-positioning themselves for the
future and that is exactly what the FCA is
helping them to do, while also maintain-
ing class choices for those who want to
stay focused on the basics of chiropractic.

I see the emails being sent out repeti-
tiously saying how expanding Chapter
460 to include drugs and surgery in our
scope of practice is a panacea for chiro-
practic in Florida and around the nation.
This drumbeat of empty rhetoric is noth-
ing but divisive at its core.  In fact,
Chapter 460 as it stands is one of the
best scope of practice laws in the coun-
try.  Anything taught in an accredited
chiropractic college we can do in prac-
tice so long as we are competent, with
the exception of surgery and prescrip-
tion drugs.   The scope of practice law
was brought forth and has been de-
fended through the hard work of the
FCA and is the envy of other states
across the country.  FCA has not sought
to expand scope into drugs and surgery
because that was the overwhelming con-
sensus of our members.   Many have
stated that they went to school to be
something different—a drugless alter-
native—and they want to maintain that
identity for chiropractic.   Strong mem-
ber feedback has guided the FCA in this
regard and we will continue to seek
your input.

Craig Newman, D.C.
PRESIDENT

The FCA continues to work to protect
the rights of the practicing doctors of
chiropractic in Florida and we need your
continued help in that endeavor.

Now is the time to draw all you can
from the FCA, receiving the support of
your colleagues and embracing new ideas
for your own practice.  Now is the time to
commit to doing more for your practice
and your profession.  My practice is a
human endeavor and it reflects my indi-
vidual passion for what I do and for what
I know I can do to help others.   It rises or
will fall based on my level of knowledge,
commitment and involvement.  So, too,
does our profession rise or fall based on
our collective commitment and involve-
ment.   Jim Parker said, “In order to
succeed, we must first fill our present
space.”  We all need to do that in order to
be more successful, regardless of practice
philosophy.

I challenge you not to overlook the
wealth of knowledge and help that is
offered so conveniently to you and your
staff team at the upcoming Orlando con-
vention, in this Journal, in FCA member
bulletins and on the web site.   There will
be tools to succeed and to do what YOU
want to do to best serve your patients.
Take full advantage of what this strong
association provides to you.  We are here
to serve and appreciate your support that
allows us to do so.  I will hope to see you
at the Peabody, August 23-26.
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