
 
 

Summit GR Committee Release: 

The Road to Health Care Reform Implementation  

It should be obvious to all informed observers that the ACA, ICA, ACC, COCSA and other 
Summit groups remain substantially engaged in the continuing and proven process of pursuing 
the profession’s legislative and political objectives.  Through the “unified” and coordinated 
process of working closely together, we have helped establish and have carefully nurtured the 
health reform debate.  We are positive, for example, that the Summit will continue its efforts in a 
similar fashion relative to this and other issues of concern as we move forward into the regulatory 
phase of national health reform.  By doing so, all of us and our respective organizations are 
simply continuing a process that is already well established and well understood within the 
leadership ranks of the profession.  Such process not only provides for transparency, but also 
provides opportunities to receive substantial input from a wide range of interested Summit parties. 
This also allows us to subject such input to a thorough vetting process.   

As we move to the regulatory and implementation phase of reform, we will continue to address 
the issue of non-discrimination, essential benefit construction and other important issues. In doing 
so, it will remain critical that we continue to seek the advice and counsel of our key Hill allies.  We 
will continue, as we have in the past, to take guidance from our congressional allies as to when 
we should initiate and intensify our grassroots and lobbying activities relative to major national 
health reform issues.  To do anything else would be reckless as there may be future legislative 
opportunities to modify the existing statute or to clarify the intent of select provisions of the health 
reform bill.  Additionally, our efforts to enlist Capitol Hill support insofar as we attempt to influence 
the regulatory process must also be carefully coordinated with our key Hill allies.  The subtleties 
associated with this scenario may appear trite but that is the political reality.   

The goal is clear: Making sure doctors of chiropractic are fully woven into the fabric of the 
law.  Ensuring doctors of chiropractic are fully invested in this nation’s health care delivery 
system as it applies to the new law is the message .   To this end, we will ensure that chiropractic, 
through the Summit and its member partners:  

• Works with Congressional champions and directly with officials in the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services and Department of Labor to make regulations as strong as 
possible;  

• Expands knowledge of and support for chiropractic’s priorities among key Members of 
Congress; and, 

• Works with relevant third parties (e.g., US Preventive Services Task Force) to obtain 
support for and validation of chiropractic’s positions. 

  

  


