
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

May 7, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Ron DeSantis 
Governor of Florida 
Plaza Level 05, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 
 
Dear Governor DeSantis, 
 
On behalf of the Florida Chiropractic Association, Florida’s preeminent professional chiropractic 
association since 1931, representing 4,400 members who serve over five million patients across our 
state, we respectfully request your veto of Senate Bill 54 as passed by Florida’s Legislature during the 
recent 2021 Session.  
 
Standing together with all of Florida’s auto insurers, major health insurers, business interest groups, 
and other health care professions, we believe ending Florida’s current no-fault insurance system and 
replacing it with a mandatory bodily injury requirement will do little to improve the conditions, 
wellbeing, and economics for Florida citizens as drivers on our roadways. 
 
For a more thorough look at the impact of the No-Fault law’s repeal on Floridians, attached please see 
our White Paper provided to Senate President Wilton Simpson and others in the legislative leadership 
in November of 2020.   
 
Please consider the following more general points of the negative impact to Floridians by repealing No-
fault/PIP – many of which were largely overlooked during the Legislature’s cursory debate on this 
otherwise significant and critical issue: 
 

• Moving to an at-fault system will most certainly lead to an increase in already high premium 
rates – especially among those Floridians who can least afford any increase.  Regretfully, 
legislative sponsors of the bill pointed to out-of-date studies to argue their case, instead of 
relying on the very latest data offered by the state’s largest insurers cautioning steep premium 
increases. 

 

• As designed, the new system offers nothing to bring down the already alarmingly high rate of 
uninsured drivers on our highways. In fact, it will do quite the opposite. Financially challenged 
Floridians struggle to purchase food, pay rent, or pay auto insurance premiums. Increase in rates 
pushes these Floridians to drop the insurance that they no longer can afford. 

 



 

• A flood of new litigation clogging our courts will surely follow considering the removal of the 
threshold benefit currently available in our no-fault law.  Now, claimants can file a lawsuit 
without the necessity of having to prove a permanent injury. Is it any wonder the only group 
pushing for this change is Florida’s largest association of trial lawyers? 

 

• Physicians of all disciplines and healthcare clinics together with the workers they employ will be 
forced into a new paradigm dictated and run almost exclusively by these lawyers. The bill offers 
no protections whatsoever as to when doctors can expect to be paid, at what level, or even if 
they will ever be paid fairly at all. Physicians will be at the mercy of the trial lawyers when a case 
settles, to accept the amount offered without the ability to see the other provider balances or 
reductions. This unpredictability discourages physicians from accepting patients injured in auto 
crashes.  

 

• Florida’s newest doctors, including the over 1,000 students of chiropractic enrolled each year at 
Florida’s colleges, would likely find themselves unable to treat auto accident victims because of 
the lag time in receiving reimbursement for their services due to the delays in settling claims 
brought about by protracted litigation. Many will likely be forced to leave the state for better 
opportunities offering a more predictable income as they face timely repayment of their college 
loan obligations. 

 

• Floridians already struggling with continually rising health insurance premiums and their sky-
high deductibles will have to accept yet another slap in the face at one of the most challenging 
times in their lives.  

 
For these reasons, Governor DeSantis, we respectfully urge your veto of Senate Bill 54. Thanks largely 
to your direction, perseverance and leadership, Florida is emerging from the throes of this pandemic 
on a solid financial foundation, offering our citizens a renewed hope for a brighter future here in the 
Sunshine State. Now is certainly not the time to reverse that promise. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing service to our State and for your thoughtful consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Jeremy Gordon, D.C. 
President 
 
Enclosure   
 


